























































































































shehnaaz

ften wonder just what it means to be
ndian, especially when in the space of the
; | last fifty years, the entity that went by that
name, India, has split into many parts. Do lines on a
map alone define a country? Have the inhabitants of a
country always accepted their cartographic -
boundaries as final?’ ‘

Internal secessions, external interference, and the
invasion of one country by another have today
‘become common international issues. Almost all

" countries are grappling with problems of nationality
and community, and every such group is intent on
proving its superior claim to a piece of land. In this
context, the question of nationhood and an )
exploration of its meaning acquires greater urgency
than ever before. | : :

A certain people came into contact with the Harappan

_civilisation during the period ofits decline and settled .

here. At that me, Central Asia had setllements, but
nothing comparable to the river valley civilisations.
Its people were primarily nomads, moving seasonally
with their animals, When global climate changed,
they moved with their herds in search of more

" suitable environments and spread out in different
directions, encountering different civilisations. These
encounters were fo change the course of history in
many regions. - :

“They would surely have been attracted by the river
valley civilisations, which grew and stored surpius

* grain and hence had a different lifestyle, different
needs and different ways of satisfying them. How
hid those who lived in such settlements leoked upon
these incoming wanderers? Did they sec them nearly
as warlike roving bands disturbing the-even flow of
their lives? Certainly they had to face a series of
attacks. The nomadic bands from Central Asia were

_ nota big organised horde carrying out one single,

Invaders become settlers
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